COMMITMENTS,   ETC.
indicated that the British Government stood behind him in his
attempts to realize the measures he had proposed in April and
should have been extremely welcome to him in his attempts to
combat any scheme of Arab Government as implied in the
Anglo-French Declaration. Indeed, so far \vas the Acting
Civil Commissioner from being actually affected by the
'serious blow', as he has endeavoured to indicate, he was
assuring ELM. Government within the following week that,
while the constitutional proposals sanctioned in May would
require a year to put into operation, they would meet the needs
of the country for many years to come.1
In Syria, the agitation for a National Government at Bagh-
dad continued, eventually overflowing into Iraq itself and
swelling the local movement there until it broke into a flood of
rebellion. The telegram of August gth from the Foreign Office
had not satisfied the 'Iraqi members of Faisal's staff. Naji
Pasha's appointment had been no answer to their aspirations;
his resignation had been the confirmation of their fears. What
they wanted, they declared, was assurance that the existing
military administration was not to continue. They found
the attitude of the British officials was more than that of
administrators of a foreign population who were incapable,
and would always remain incapable, of governing themselves
than that to which the Baghdadi officers had become accus-
tomed on the other side, of friendly advisers who started on
the assumption that the Arabs were managing their own
affairs, and that it was not for them to do more than make
friendly suggestions for the improvement of their plans.2
The delay in setting up the various measures which had been
sanctioned seemed to the inhabitants of filraq no less than to
the 'Iraqi officers in Syria to point to a lack of goodwill on the
part of the Acting Civil Commissioner and to give substance
1 Young, op. cit, p. 294.
2 Nuri Pasha as-Sa'ld to Major Sir H. W. Young, cited ibid , p. 297.  Con-
firmed by Nuri Pasha to the writer, December i8th, 1934.